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Ro M. 13. 

For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for thy good. But 
if thou doe erill, feare e for he beareth not the ſword 
inveie. For he the Miniſter of God is take ven- 
Ceance on him that doth cuil. 


ne light of the Goſpell did no 
wx Fn Wy looner begin to breake forth 
Do ot lury and to ſhine vnto the 

[* Gentiles, but preſently this 

| ſcandall was rayſcd againſt the 
8) ©; Proſeſſors of it, that they were 
ene rerum , Innouarors of 
States, and Trumpeters of ſednion. Of which ſcan. 
dall [ cannot ſay, that it was merely ſcandalum accep. 
tum, a ſcandal! taken by the Heathen, For indeed it 
was in ſome fort, ſcan dalum datum, a ſcundall given: 
Nat by the true Prof: (lors of the name of Chriti, but 
by the [ewes firſt. \Vho, becauſe they were the ſcede 
of Abraham, did cheretore imagine themſelues to bee 
the true owners of the whole eatth, and the only men 
that ought to rule in it. Ard ſecondly, by ſome falle 
Apoſtles, blind and fooliſh Teachers, who, (becauſe 
Chri(t in his life time had ſaid to his Diſciples, Sr H 
vos liberanerit , were libert crit; if the Sonne doe 
make you free, then ate you free indeed: And — ſe 
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| (2) 
he faid to Peter (as it is recorded inthe 17. of Aa- 
them; Ergo liberi ſunt fily, then are the children free) 
did out ot theſe two places deliuer this for currant 
Doctrine, That Chriſtians are and ought to bee free 
from ſubiection, free from tribute. Spppoling that 
Chrift in the former place had ſpoken of ciuill and 
corporall ſreedome; and in the later, of all ſorts of 
Chriſtians : whcrcas it is — and cvident, that in 
the formet be ſpeaketh only of ſrcedome trom ſinne, 
and from the cutſe of the Law ; and in the later, on- 
ly of himſclfe; as he was the Sonneof God and King 
of Iſracl. T his Doctrine therefore being altogether 
falſc and wicked, and the ſcandall that grew from ir, 
like to proue pernicious to the Church: was the cauſe 
(as Chryſoſtome tels vs) that moued the bleſſed A- 
poſtle to enter into this large and religious diſcourſe 
concerning Magiftrates , that both the children of the 
Church might know their dutic, and that the enemies 
of it might vnderſtand, that Chriſt came not into the 
world to take away temporal] Kingdomes , (as Sed. 
lia (peaks) but to giue eternall z that the Doctrme of 
Chrilt teacheth all due obedience and ſubiection to 
Authoritie, and that if any had taught otherwiſe, 
they had not therein deliucred the true Doctrine of 
the Church, but their owne falſe and fooliſh fancies. 
Oar of this diſcourſe I haue choſen this Verſe 
(which I haue read vnto you) for my Text at this 
time, as contayning fitteſt matter for this preſence. 
For it contayneth twogenerall heads: whereof the 
| 1. Firſt is, the dignitie and high calling of the Ma- 
> giltrate. 
| 2. And the ſecond is, his dutie. 
His 
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His dignitie appeares in this, in that he is ſaid to be the 
Minter of God himſelſe. Which word is twice re. 
peated in this Verſe, For he is ſaid to be the Miniſter 
ot God for good: and hee is ſa d tobe the Minilter of 
God for vengeance. Our of which partition of his 
Minilterie, ariſe two ſcucrall branches of his dutie. 
The firſt is, the reward of well-doing : and the ſecond 
is, the puniſhment of ſinne. The firlt is, the protecti- 
on of the iuſt and innocent: and the ſecond is, the 
cocrtion of the led and wicked. 

1. Concerning the firſt,the Apoſtle tels vs,that he 
is the Miniſter and Seruant of God. And ſo, no doubt, 
is euery faithfull Chriſtian in his ſeuerall calling. But 
ſpecially and by prerogatiue is he the Miniſter of 

, hto whom is committed either the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Word inthe Church, or the vſe and excr- 
ciſe of the Sword among the people. Now, if the 
ſeruice of God in the loweſt degree be an honourable 
ſeruice, and more to be deſired then the command of 
all the earth: then ſurely, the ſcruice of God in the 
higheſt degree, and chiefeſt places, ( which God hath 
ordayned here on earth) muſt needs be the moſt ho. 
nourable ſeruice, and require the greateſt reſpect and 
regard amongſt vs. And ſuch is the ſtate of Rulers 
and Gouernouts; they are the Miniſters of God; they 
are his Deputies and Surrogats in the higheſt place, 
which is the ſeate of Juſtice. And therefore, it that 
of the Prophet in the Pſalme, may be rightly applyed 
to any ſort of men, then molt ticly to Princes and Ma- 
giltrares. T hat God hath made them a little lower 
then the Angels, and crowned them with glorie , and 
worlhip, For hee hath ſet them in his one Chaire 
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and ludgement ſcate;he bath placed them in his own 
ſtead z hee hath armed them with hi owne power; 
he hath couered them with his owne Garment and 
Robe of Eſtate z hee hath girded them with his ou ne 
Sword; and hee hath honoured them with his one 
Name, Ege dixi, vet Dy ef(s; | haue laid, yee are 
Gods; and yec are all che cinidren of the molt High, 
And if the dignity of rhis Miniſtery doe not yet 
ſofficiently appeate vnto vs ſiom the Author: looke 
further into the effects and fruits of it Omniam domes, 
illius vigilia defendit ; Omnium otium , illius labor; 
Omnium delitias, illius induſtria; O mnium vacationem, 
illius occupatis. It is the Magiitrate only, that makes 
euery mans houſe his Caſtle ; his labour makes vs all 
to live at eaſe; his bulincfle makes vs vacant ; his trou- 
ble procures our peace; his induſtrie maintaynes our 
delight; his paines brings in our profit. I hat wee 
lit ſafely in our houſes, that wee fleepe quietly in our 
beds, that we drinke the water of our one Cilterns, 
that wee cate the labour of our owne hands, and fi- 
nally , that we dwell without feate, like Jud and 
Iſrael in the daies of Salomon, cucry man vnder his 
owne Vine, and his owne Fig: tree; to whom are wee 
bound, and beholdcn vnder God for all this, but on. 
ly to theſe Miniſters of his (as the Apoſtle re rmes 
them in this place) by whoſe eye: he watchcth over 
vs, by whoſe cares he hearcth our complaints, out of 
whoſe mouthes he giueth iudgement, by whoſe hands 
hee ſmiteth the wicked, and vnder the ſhadow of 
whoſe wings hee coucreth the heads of the iuſt and 
innocent? 
But why doe I enlarge and amplific this point ? 
I hat 
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That the hearts of Magiſtrates may bee exalted , and 
lifted vp ? Surely no: It will rather humble them if 
it bee well conlidered of, and make them feare and 
tremble at their calling. For as Hierome could lay of 
the great and eminent places of the Church: Non e 
facile flare loco Pauli, tenere gradum Petri: It is not 
o caly a matter, as a man would thinke, to (it in Fe- 
ters Chaire, or Paules ; (though Simon Magus per- 
haps may thinke it a matter ot calc only, and profit; ) 
ſo we may ſay of theſe great and eminent places in 
the Common-wealth, Non eit facile flare loco Danidis, 
It is not an caſy matter to lit in one of Dauids thrones: 
the bramble perhaps may thinke it athing of nothing, 
but the Fig tree, the Olive, and the Vine, will bee 
afraid to venter on it. And why ? Becauſe they know 
what a burden and a charge belongs vnto it, and 
what accounts depend vpon it. For vnto whomſocucr 
much is giuen, ot him (ſhall much bee required (faith 
our Sauiour.) God hen he hath once advanced men 
to places of honour and authority, when hee hath ta- 
ken them out of the duſt and ſet them among Princes 
to inherit the ſeate of Glory (as Hanna ſpeaketh.) 
when hee hath made them Pillars of the carth, and 
ſet the world vpon them: he lookes that they ſhould 
ſerue him more ſlrictly then common and ordinary 
men; he lookes for more exact obedience from them, 
then any other, T here is no kind of benefit in the 
world, but brings a kind of bondage with it. And 
much more this, the greateſt of all earthly bleflings, 
And therefore of all men the Magiſtrate may beſt 
ſay, Beneficium accepi , libertatem amiſi God hath 


aduanced me to this height, hee hath made me a Ru- 
ler 
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ler and a commander ouer others, and therefor I haue 
loſt a greatdeale of that liberty, that ĩs left to others. 
Caeſars cui ommia licent , propter hoc ipſum malta non 
licent. Euen Ceſar himſelſe, becauſe hee is aboue law 
becauſe he may doe all things, for this very cauſe may 
not doe many things, (ſaith the wiſe Sexeca ) many 
things that other men — lawfully doe. And as 
the reſpeR of their high aduancement doth abridge 
their liberty, ſodoth it agrauate their ſinne. For what 
was it elſe that made the linne of Saul fo haynous and 
vnpardonablein ſparing Aga and the belt things, 
but only this circumſtance ot his advancement ? For 
when thou waſt little in thine one eyes (faith Samu- 
el) thou waſt made the head of all the tribes of IIrael. 
And ſo Nathan to Dad. God hath annointed thee 
King over liracl and delivered thce out of the hands 
of Saul and thou haſt ſlaine Yriah the Hittite with 
the ſword, cucn thou, which waſt ſo much bound vn- 
to God for his loue vnto thee, thou which waſt taken 
from the Sheep. fold and from following the Ewes to 
be made K ing over IH ael, thou haſt done this wic- 
kednetle. Heare therefore, O yee Kings, and vnder. 
ſtand; learne yee that bee Iudges of the earth. Your 
places are high and honourable, your power is giuen 
you of the Loi d. Bur if you that bee the Miniſters 
of his Kingdome ſhall not iudge aright, norkcepe the 
Law, nor walke after the counlaile of God horribly, 
and fearefuily (ſhall be come vpon you. For a ſharpe 
judgement ſhall bee to them, that are in high places. 
mercy will ſoone patdon the meaneſt, but mighty 
men (hall be mightily tormented, (faith the Author 
of the booke of Wiſcdome.) 

Let 
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Let no man therefore bee ſo idle to thinke, that 

where the dignitie & high calling of the Magiſtrate is 

treated of, there is or can be any intent, or meaning in 

the ſpeaker, to puffe vp his heart with the breath of 
vanity, or that any wiſe Magiſtrate will ſofter his heart 

toriſe with it. T here is another end and purpoſe in it; 

which is our inſtruction, that we ſeing the height and 

excellency of his calling, and being aſſured that it is 
of God, might learne thereby, what honour, and du- 
ty, and ſeruice, ve owe vnto him. This is a point of 
duty, which the dignity and high calling of the Ma. 

giltrate doth plainely reach vs ; and as the times now 

are, it is a point of duty, then which there is nothing 

more necdetull to be taught and learned, 

That I may ſpeake therefore briefly and diſtinctly 

of it : As God requires at our bands, not onely out- 
ward obcdicnce in our deeds and actions, but alſo 
that wee honuur him wich our words, and that our 
heart: be vpright in his light : ſo the Magiſtrate (that 
firs in Gods Seate, and hath his authority in his hands) 
may iuſtly challenge all theſe things from vs. The 
very height and cxcellency of his calling doth cntorce 
them all. For he is the Miniſter of God, (faith the A. 

poſtle) therefore wee ought ro obey him. Hee is the 
Miniſter ot God, therefore wee ought not to reproch 

him, or teuile him; but to ſpeake all good of him. 

Heis the Miniſter of God, therefore we ought not to 

hate him, or deſpiſe him; but to carry a teuerent con- 
ceit and eltimation of him. 

1. Now for the firſt of theſe; You muſt vnder- 
ſtand that when wee ſpeake of obedience ro humane 
Lawes, we doe not meane obedience without excep- 
B tion, 
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tion, but obedience vnder condition and limitation. 
So long as the Magiſtrate commands nothing by bis 
Laycs, that is preiudiciall to out ducty towards God, 
ſo long we mult obey. Bur it he command vs to doe 
thoſc things that are vnlawtfull ; in that caſe, in ſtcadot 
obedience we bring ſubiection. We mult not be obe- 
dient then, but cuen then we muſt bee ſubiect. In all 
other caſes ; in matters that are apparently good, in 
ciuill offices, in aftaires of the Common. wealth, in 
matters of iullice, and in all ſuch things as are in their 
owne nature indiffetent (and thoſe arc ſuch, as are nei. 
ther comanded nor forbidden in the Word of Cod) 
we muſt not only be ſubiect, but obedient alſo. Give 
vnto Caſar the things that are Ceſars (faith CH.) 
Submit your ſelues to all manner of ordinance (faith 
Peter.) Let cucry ſoule bee ſubicct to the higher 
powers (faith Paul in the beginning of this Chapter.) 
And in the third to Titus, Put them in temembtance 
that they be ſubic to Plincipaliiies and Powers, and 
that they be obedient to cucry good worke. So then, 

ee muſt bee ſubiect ſimply and without exception; 
obedient only in thoſe things that are good. Good for 
our ſelues, good for the Church, or good for the 
Common- wealth wherein we live. And we muſt not 
our ſelues bee Tudges what is good, but ſubmit our 
owne iudgement to the iudgement of our Gouer- 
nours, except we find that the things commanded bee 
plainly and directly forbidden in the Word, in which 
caſe wee muſt bee ſubic fill, though not obedient, 
This was (you ſee) the Doctrine of Chriſt, this was 
the Doctrine of Peter and Paul, no other Doctrine 
taught or thought of in the Chriſtian warld, for ſixe 
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hundred ycares after Chriſt, as may appeare, not one- 
ly by the Books and Writings of all the Fathers of 
thole ſeuerall ages, but ſpecially by the practice and 
example of all choſe noble and renowned Martyrs, 
which liucd in the very heate of the Furnace, in thoſe 
long and bloudie times, contayning the ſuccefhon of 
ten ſeuerall Perſecutions, vnder the moſt cruell Hea- 
then Emperours. Againſt whom they neuer offered 
to make head, neuer went about to practiſe treaſon, 
neucr attempted to take vp armes; notwithſtanding 
that they were (as Tertulllan witneſſeth) both more 
in number, and greater in ſtrength, then any other 
Nation or Kingdome in the whole world, yet be- 
cauſe they were otherwiſe inſtructed; where they 
could not yecld obedience , they yeclded their ſubie- 
Aion, neuer drawing any other ſword againſt their 
enemies, but onely the ſword of the Spirit; neuer 
putting on any other armour for their defence, but 
onely the armour of Patience; neuer thinking of any 
other ſiege, but onely how they might beſiedge God 
with their teares and prayers, How hath the pride 
and tyrannic ot that Romiſh Antichriſt deſpiſed this 
Doctrine, and trod it vnder foote? while fitting in 
the Temple of God as God; and cxalting himſelſe 
aboue all that is called God] he is not afraid to tell the 
World that all power is giuen him, both in earth and 
heauen: and to ſay with S α n (in the fourth of Lake.) 
All the Kingdomes of the world arc mine, and I giue 
them to whom I will, In the height of which pre- 
ſumption, what reuellbath hee kept in the World? 
What Tragedies bath hee brought vpon the Stage ? 
What ſport bath hee made with the Scepters and 
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Crownes of Princes? ſetting bis ſeet vpon their necks, 
roring againſt them in his Bulls, diſcharging their 
Subiects ot their allegeance, expoling their Perſons to 
all hazards, and proclayming it not oncly lawtull but 
meritorious (when the Trumpet is once blowne and 
the ligne given out of Peters Chaire) for euery pri- 
uate man to lay violent hands vpon them and to kill 
them? For lo Atariana the Spaniſh leſuite tells vs; 
that it is a glorious thing to roote out cuill Princes 
from the ſocietie of men, and that it is ſalutaris cogt- 
tatio , a wholſome thought, tor Princes in a morning, 
next their hearts, to tbinke they live vpon theſe 
tetmes j that it they doe not goucrne as they ought, 
they may nut onely lawfully , but with a great deale 
of commendation bee killed and murdered. Sce here 
what a brawle and what a contraricty is growne be- 
twixt the Apoſtles and the Bilhop of Rome, Saint Pe- 
ter and Saint Peters ſucceſlors, as they cal themſelues. 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul doe charge and command 
the people to bee ſubiect, euen to the moſt wicked 
Heathen Tyrants that euer liued (and that not onely 
for feare of wrath, but even tor conſcience ſake:) their 
ſucceſſors in theſe later times, labourmothing more 
then to ſteale away the hearts of the people, and to 
withdraw their obedience and ſubicction from their 
natural] and true Chriſtian Princes, and to lay them o- 
pen to the ſword of the wicked, if once they reſuſe to 
receive their marke into their right hands, and to giue 
their Kingdomes to them. And this they haue not la- 
boured without effect. Our owne age hath ſhewed 
vs tragicall examples in this kind, more then one; and 
former ſtories tel vs of ſo many, that, had _ not 
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beene more vnſatiable then the Graue or the Sea, 
they had ſurely beene glutted long ſince with the 
bloud of Princes; there being no age lince this my. 
ſteric began to worke,, wherein they haue not made 
havocke of one or other. I he time will not ſufter me 
to purſuc theſe miſcreants any longer in their bloudy 
paths : and there fore I muft leaue them to the iuſt 
iudgement of God, which hath begun alreadie with 
them, and bath made ſuch a breach vpon that Tower 
of theirs, whoſe (ircngth end height did (but in the 
former age) ſecme to tertiſie the earth, and threaten 
heauen; that it begins, you ſec to totter, and is ſo bat- 
tered on euery (ide, that wee may caſily perceiue, it 
hath but a (mall time to ſtand. 

But in the meane ſeaſon I am ſorry, that our owne 
deſects and wants in this very point of obedience, 
ſhould call mee froth them. Is it poſſible that in 
Fretormed Church; a Church wherein the Romiſh 
pride and tyranny is ſo iuſtly condemned; a Church 
whercin the Golpell is ſo plentifully preached ; a 
Church which hath noplocked vp the Word of God: 
but laid it open, and put it into the hands of all her 
children; there ſhould be fo little conſcience made of 
yeelding obedience to a moſt Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
commanding honeſt and lawfull things? To ſpeuke 
nothing of the Ceremonies of our Church, (againſt 
which there is ſuch an head and oppolition made by 
factious ſpirits) which being in their owne nature 
things indifferent, when once they be agrred vpon b 
the State, and commanded by authority, doe ub 
tob e indifferent to ptiu ite men, to take or leaue ; 


how arc the very Ciuill Lawes of our Land neg- 
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leted, nay, deſpiſed and ſcorned amongſt vs ? It was 
wont to be laid of our Lawes (as Solon ſaid of his) 
that they were like vnto Spiders webs ; that great flies 
brake through them at their pleaſure, & little flics 
were only taken in them. It is not now fo well. Our 
Lawes will not hold ſo much as the little flies. The 
meaneſi that be, will not ſlicke to breake them. Let 
me giue you but one inſtance in this kinde, by which 
you may iudge of the teſt: And that is the Law that 
is in force concerning abilinence from ſleſh during the 
time of Lent. Which abſtinence being enioyned, not 
out of a ſuperſtitiou⸗ conceit of holyneſſe or merit, 
(for as I remember, there is another (iatute, that layes 
a penalty vpon all them which ſhall broach any ſuch 
opinion) mult needs bee acknowledged to be as honeſt 
a politique Law, as euer was deuiſed, both for the 
maintenance of Nauigation, the preſeruation of the 
young breede of Cattell, & the encreale of plenty %- 
monglt vs; yet how is this law contemned, and deſpi- 
ſed and laughe at? It is not now broken(asit was wont: 
to be) by a tew in corners; but it is openly broken, by 
the poorcas well as the rich , in cucry mans houſcand 
ſight, without any ſhame or ſcare, ab if there were no 
Law at all tor it. You will ſay perbaps, that this pro- 
ccedes from the negligence of vnder officers, that 
looke not better toit. Pardon me in that; I know the 
Officers may be in fault: but this cuill hath a deeper 
roote. It is want of knowledge , want of inſtruction 
that hath brought the people to this libetty. They 
are not plaiacly taught out ot the Word of God; 
how farre forth they are bound in conſcience to yecld 
obedience to humane Lawes. For although it bee 

true 
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true, that municipal Lawes doe not bind eternally, nor 
vniverſally, nor vnder paine of damnation;and there- 
fore cannot be (aid to bind the conſcience directly, but 
by conſequent only: yet I hope it will be granted on 
all hands, that the fift Commandement bindeth the 
conſcience, by force whereot wee are bound to yeeld 
obedience to the Magiſtrare commanding law full 
things, and things profitable for the Commonwealth, 
And although in the vic of meatesand drinke, and all 
things elſe that arc indifferent, wee bee leſt vnto our 
Chriilian liberty: yet wee muſt not thinke that this 
liberty is a boundleſle Hberty. For God bath ſet vnto 
it foure bounds which we cannot pafſe without ſinne: 
The bound of Pretyzthe bound of Zoyalry;the bound 

of Charity; the bound of Temperance and Sobriety, 
So that although all things bee pure vnto the pure, 
and all mcates lau full: yet we muſt not cate vnſeaſo- 
nably, nor vnſanctiſiedly, for then, wee breake the 
boung of Picty. Wee mult not eate to the oſfence of 
the Magiſtrate, tor then we breake the bound of Zoy- 
alty. \\ cc mull not care to the oftence of the weake, 
lor then we breake the bound of Charity Wee mul 
not eate to exceſſe & ſurferring,forthen we breake the 
bound of 7 emperanceand Sobriety. I could therefore 
wilh that thoſe painc/ul and zealous Preachers, which 
ſcem ſo dearcly to tender the inſtruction of the peo- 
ple, would for a time forbearc theſe May - poles and 
Morrice-dances , and other ſuch trifſes, vpon which 
they ſpend too much of their ſtrength 3 and would 
pre ſſe this point of Obedience more cloſcly to the 
Conſciences of the people. And I wonder much 
how it comes to paſle, that thinking it ſo great a ſinne 
as 
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as they doe, (if any thing that ought to bee knowne 
be kept backe from the people) that they themſelues, 
will keepe from them this point of truth , ſo needſull 
to bee knowne, and ſo proſitable tor the Common- 
wealth to be obſerued. As I muſt needes profeſle I 
never heard any, nor of any of that humour, that 
did euer tell his people, that they were bound in Con- 
ſcience to obey the Magiſtrate in obſeruing Lent: 
But contrariwilc I haue heard of many, that will not 
llicke in their owne perſons to giue ill examples, euen 
vpon Friday nights in Lent and good Friday too. 
For they haue a conceit, for ſooth, that they can neuer 
be ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from Papiſts, nor treed 
from ſuperſtition, except they feaſt when the Church 
appointeth them to faft ; and faſt, when the Church 
appointeth them to feaſt : which barbarous contempr 
of Law and order, ioyned with ſuch intollerablc 
pride and wantonneſſe of oppoſition, is not to bee 
ſuffered in any gouernment. And therefore my hope 
is, that you which ate in place, will loote vnto it. And 
now, it what I have ſpokenconcerning contempr in 
this particular, you will vouchſaſe to apply to all the 
reſt, then may this ſuffice, for the ſirſt duty wee owe 
vnto the Magiſtrate , which is, Obedience to his 
Lawes. 

2. Beſides obedience to his Lawes, we are bound 
to ſpeake reuerently & dutiſully of him, and not only 
of him that is ſupreme, but alſo of them that are ſub- 
ordinate. For they are the Miniſters of God, & therfore 
we ought to ſpeake wel of them. God hath ſet them in 
his owne Seate, & therefore whocan open his mouth 
againſt them and bee guiltleſſe ? T hey watch ouer vs 
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for our good, and therefore we ought to know them 
and haue them in ſingular reverence for their worke 
lake. We ſee hat paines they take; they are vp carl y 
and late, they retuſe no trauaile nor labour to keepe 
vs in peace and ſafety, All the recompence wee can 
make them, is only to pray for them and ſpeake well 
of them. And this is but a verball recompence, and 
that is the pooreſt recompence that can be, and there- 
ſore they mult needes bee vile and vnthankefull men, 
that cannot afford them this. But much more vile and 
wretched they, who (here they are bound by all the 
Lawes of God and Man to ſpeake all good) delight in 
nothing more, then to het and ſet the keeneſt edge 
vpon their rongues, that ſo they may ſhoote the poy- 
loned arrowes of their bitter words againſt them. 
T hoſe two Apoſtles Saint Peter & Saint /xde, noting 
a wicked and euill ſort of men, which are like cloudes 
without water, and like corrupt trees twice dead and 
pluckt vp by the rootes; among other crimes doe 

e them with this as a moſt haynovus impiety, that 
they deſpiſe gouernement, and ſpeake evil! of them 
that be in dignity, contrary to the ftreight Comman- 
dement of God; Thou ſhalt not ſpeałe ill of the Ru- 
lers of thy people : & contrary to the example of bis 
holy Angell, which gave not railing words when hee 
contended with Satan himſelſe. And if this be ſo hay- 
nous an impicty, bow much hath this age to anſwere 
for it, which is, not a little addicted, but in a manner 
wholly given over vnto it? wherein we ſec how com- 
mon a thing it is for children to preſume againſt the 
ancient; the young againſt the old, the vile againſt 
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the courſe of nature, and mens earcs doe itchafter no- 
thing ſo much , as to heare the reproches of their 
betters, both in Church and Commonwealth, T wo 
vices there are extteamely oppoiite one vnto another, 
and both proceede ſtom the tongue: which haue al- 
waies beene juſtly accounted the plague and bane ot 
all Commonweales, which are # /attery and R. 
Of the ſe it is bard to lay , whether is the worſe. But 
the latter certainely is more peſtilentiall and inſecti- 
ous. For (as Tacitus a wile Heathen Writer faith) 
CAmbitionem ſcriptorss facile aduerſeris , Obtrettatto 
& linor proms auribus accipiuntur. Euer y mans ſto- 
macke begins to riſe when he hearcs a Flatrerer: but 
rayling and obttectation, thats alwaies willingly and 
delight fully heard. And whats the reaſon? Ati 
ani fadum crimen ſeruttutas, (ſaith he) malienttats 
falſa ſpecies libertatis ineſt. Flattery doth not only 
carry with it an odious (hew of ſlauery, but it is (la. 
uiſh, there is true ſlauery in itindeede. And ſo there is 
in rayling al io, for that is a baſe and a ſlauiſh humour 
tooʒ but yet it carries with it a falſe ſhe of treedome: 
they that vſe it, are accounted free ſpoken, and tree 
ſpirited men. T heretore you {ce paſquils and infa- 
mous libels, ſcurrilous inuectiues and bittet ſatyres, 
are the onely things, that are now eſteemed. Theſe 
ate thought to be ſparkesof truth, caſt into the faces 
of great Perſon iges, by expert and skiltull Markemen: 
bur praiſes and Elogies, though neucr ſo true, never 
ſo deſerued, are harſh, and hatefull in theſe dayes. 
T hey are not ell endured by ſome humours, no not 
when they are beſtowed vpon the dead. For this 
is one of the reaſons giuen vs in print, why there 
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ſhould be no funerall Sermons , becauſe the dead are 
al waics praiſcd and commended in them. And there- 
fore the booke of Eccleſiaſticus , mult not bee read in 
Churches, wherein the Author faith; Let vs now 
praiſe ſamous men and our fathers that begot vs. And 
Plinic;long Orationin the praiſe of Traian may bee 
packing out of the world:and ſo may Pacatæ his too, 
that he made in the praiſe of Theodoſiue; and that of 
Enſebius in the praile of Conjtantine : Panegyric ts are 
are not for this age. Poore Roſſe his Idea will not ſell. 
Such books are in ſmall requeitʒbut if a Ian Brutus, 
or one ol Buchanans Dialogues , or a Leiceſters com- 
mon- wealth, or a Phil ;patris,or a Pruritanus, or any 
thing elſe that bath in it any touch or relliſh of the 
old Comedy chance to appears out of darkneſſe; wee 
{ce what catching and ſnatching there is after ſuch 
books; ſuch books neuer hang long vpon the Printers 
hand. As 1 remember well, when that moſt odious 
and infamous Libell came firſt out, which masked vn- 
der the name of Atarim; a certaine Booke- eller 
(who was knowne to haue diſperſed many of them) 
being examined vpon oath, (by ſome which were then 
of greateſt place and authority within this King- 
dome) how many hee bad fold , madeanfwerevpon 
his oath, that within the ſpace of eight or ten weekes, 
hee bad fold two thouſand of them: adding further, 
that hee could haue vttered in the ſame ſpace, two 
thouſand more, it he had had them, and, that there 
was ncucr any booke that plcaſed the people fo well, 
Good pcople you mult thinke' they wererhe while, 
the true brood of Cham, which could take ſuch plea- 
ſure ina very ſcurtilous and dul booke,a booke where- 

C 2 in 


(18) 

in I will not ſay (as one doth ) that wounds were ript 
vp with a laughing countenance: but a booke where- 
in wounds were inflicted vpon the perſons of reue 
rend and renowned Prelates, by the pen of rhe li- 
beller , where indecde there were none at all. That 
people ſhould ſhe themſelues ſo willing to bebold 
the nakedoefle of their ſpiritual! fathers, and that the 
reproches which were layd vpon them in that Libell 
(which they ſhould hauc lamented and bewailed 
with many teares, if they had beene true) ſhould re- 
ioyce their hearts, and tickle chem with delight and 
plea ſure, being falſe and faigned; this ſhewes that they 
were led by the ſame ſpirit, that was in Cham, and 

ht the curſe vpon him. I er vs therefore take 
heede, how wee vnlooſe our tongues, and ſer them at 
liberty to ſpeake cuill of them that are in authority, 
or lend our eares to them that doe it: for hee that 
ſpeaketh, ſometh out his one ſhame, and hre that 
loves to hcare it, loues to ſce che nałkednc ſſe of his 
ow ne father, and both (hall be in danger of wrath and 
iudge ment for it. 

. The laſt point of dutie that we owe to the Ma- 
Abe done into the heart, and there requires 
a reverent conceit and eſtimation of him. They that 
have ſcanned the nature of thoſe paſhons (that God 
bath put into the heart of man) obſerue, that reue- 
rence is a mixt affection, and is compounded of theſe 
two, Losg, and Feare; which are the two affetions 
that God requires of vs. The one, as Father; the 
other, as a Lord. I! I bee your Father, where is my 
joue? If I be your Lord, where is my feare ? So then, 
we goucrence the Mayifirate , meas" 

is 
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his goodneſſe; and for his greatneſſe and power doe 
feare and ſland in awe of him, being deſirous to keepe 
our credit and reputation wich him, and to be held in 
his good opinion, and fearing to giue any the leaſt oc- 
caſion, to be brought before him as euill doers. It this 
affection, this reuerend conceit of the Magiſtrates per- 
ſon, were (as it ought to bee) truely imprinted in the 
hearts of men, who ſees not what good it would doe, 
and what a ſingular holpe and furtherance it would 
be to all order and gouernement, both in the Church 
and Common. wealth ?) For although it bee true that 
the ſeare of God is the true Fountayne of all vertue; 
yet as Saint _MHu/ten faith of ſlauiſh feare, that it is 
vnto Charitie, as à needle to the threed, it is many 
times a meanes to bring in Charitie; ſo we may ſay of 
the reuetence of man: I hat though it be not the true 
Fountayne of vertue, yet it is many times a mcanes 
to bring vs to the true Fountayne. T bey that ftand 
in ſeare of Men, may eaſily bee led on further to the 
ſeare of God. Againe, the feare of Men (though it be 
not able to breed true godlineſſe:) yet it is a bridle to 
ſinne: For, i malt agere non verentur, videri ta- 
men verecundantur Men that arc not afraid to ſinne, 
are yet atraid and aſhamed, that the world ſhould ſee 
them ſinne. Now of ſuch there is ſome hope. But 
when men haue loſt modeſty, which (as Bernard truly 
ſaith) is not only Gemma tmwvita c vultu adoleſcents, 
a jewell of great price in the life of a young man : but 
Omnium ornatw atem ; a beautic to old men, and 
an ornament to euery age: Cam non verecundantar ; 
when they are paſt all ſhame and cannot bluſh ; when 


they haue not only paved their hearts with adamant ; 
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but alſo covered their faces with braſſe; when they 
declate their ſinnes, as Sodom, and cate not to hide 
them; no, not from the ſace of the Magiſtrate him- 
ſelfe: when they have proceeded fo latte in ſinne, that 
not only the feate of God, but allo che ſhame and re- 
uerence ot the world, are fl:d together and departed 
from them: ſuch men are in a very dangerous eſtate, if 
not wholly deſperate , there is little hope of ſuch, or 
none at all, Whereby we may perceive what a great 
miſchiefe it is in a Common-wealth, wbcn the faces of 
thoſe men are made vile, which (hould be honourable 
amongſt the people: and when contempt is by Libel. 
lers and Raylerscaſt vpon them: For when the fcare 
of God and feare of Man, arc both taken away; then 
all the pales, that ſhould keepe men within the com. 
paſſe of order and obedience, are vtterly broken 
downec, and a wide gap is laid open to all mannerof 
ſinne and libertic. And theretore they which haue 
the charge of this Common-wealth, as they love the 
beating downe of ſinne, and the growth of vertue, a- 
mongſt vs ; fo let them endeauour to maintayneto 
the vemolt of all their power, that reverence which is 
due to the Princes ſeate: and let them alſo be carefull 
of their owne credit and reputation, For by that 
meancs (I am out of doubt) if not the heart of the 
wicked, yet his colour and his cuſtome will be ſome- 
whatchanged ; and one of the pales of obedience (at 
the leaſt) ſhall bee maintayned amongſt vs, and kept 
ſtanding. And let this ſuthce for the lirſt part of my 
Text, concerning the dignitic and high calling of the 
Magiſtrate, and our duties that depend vpon it. 
2. I am now at length come vnto the ſecond part 
con- 
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concerning the dutie of the Magiſtrate, vpon which 
part you (hall not nced to feare ſo long a diſcourſe, as 
you had vpon the former. As the time will not beate 
it, ſo I hope there be not the like need of it. The pco- 
ple, you lee, had need to bee taught their dutie to the 
Magiltrates, and therefore I haue ſlood the longer vp. 
on that point: but, I hope I may preſume, that the 
Magiſtrates (to whom I ſpeake) in ſuch abundance of 
knowledge, wherewith God hath endued them, and 
after ſo long experience, are not now to lcarne their 
dutic. And therefore it may ſuſfice to put them in 
mind of it. It conlilieth, you ſee, on two parts: 
whercot, 

1. The firſt is the protection of the juſt and inno- 
cent. For he is the Minilter of God (faith the Apoſtle) 
for thy good. How for thy good? Not to promote 
thee ta honour; not to giue thee land or living, or 
money out of his purſe (except he will himſclte,) For 
in theſe matters of bountie and charitie, the Magi- 
ſtrate bath the ſame libertie that other men haue, to 
open or ſnut his hand, as he ſees cauſe to lead him: But 
to preſcrue thee in thy right, to maintayne thee in 
thine one, to de tend thee from wrong and iniurie: 
this is a dutie which the Magiſtrate doth owe vnto 
thee ; a dutic which hee may not denie thee; a dutie 
vnto which the ſupreme Magiſtrate (at the time of 
his Corounation) and all that bee vnder him (at the 
time of thcir admifhon vnto their places) bee direly 
ſworne; a dutic for which God hath ordayned him; 
a dutic which the nature ot his place exatteth of him. 
And therefore this mult needs be the good, which the 


Apoltle meaneth in this place. Now, though it bee 
true 
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true, that the Magiftrate doth owe this dutie to all a- 
like, and muſt give euery man his one without re- 
ſpect of perſons : yet his care ought to bee greateſt for 
them which are moſt ſubic ro oppreſſion, and by 
reaſon of their diſabilitie ro defend themliclues, lie 
open to wrong and iniurie. For, as for the great and 
mightie men here on carth, the Magiſtrate needs not 
to bee ſo carefull for them: God bleſſe them all, and 
ſend them his grace to doe right, ſor they will take no 
wrong. I hey are able to bring all the learned coun. 
cell to the Barte at an Aſſiſes. I hey haue Kinred and 
Alliance in euery corner: they haue witneſſes ready 
at hand to pleaſure them with an oath : and Jurors at 
command ( ſure Cards: ) which (though they know 
not how to pray for them) know how to faſt for them, 
if need be. Theſe bee the helps which the great Ones 
of the world doe fetch outof «fgypr (as the Prophet 
ſpeaks) which makes them altogether careleſſe of ta. 
king wrong from their inferiours : and (I would to 
God) it did not make them as careleſſe of doing 
wrong vnto them. For ſtill they depopulate, ſlill they 
racke, ſtill they oppreſſe, and grinde the faces of the 
Not a Cottage, not a Schoole, not a Colledge, 

not an Hoſpitall can eſcape their hands. And as for 
the Churc h, they make no manner of reckoning what 
they doe vnto it. All other Robberies are done out of 
ſight, but Sacriledge is committed at noone-day a- 
mongſt vs, in the ſight and view of the whole world. 
Now the eternal! God profeſſeth , that bee hath a 
controverhe with theſe Nie and mightic Hun- 
ters, which (like vnto the Oakes of the Forreſt) crie 
out for more roome , and will ſuffer nothing to grow 
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vp vnder them : which lay the foundatien of their 
boules in bloud, and build them vp with crueltie, and 
fill them with the ſpoile of the poore and of the wid- 
dow, making no difference of right, or wrong, or con- 
ſcience of any thing: I ſay the Lord hath a controuer- 
fie, aud as it were, a ſuite of law againſt theſe kind of 
men: and you that be Magiſtrates and men of power 
and authoritie, are delegates andarbitrators,and com- 
mittics on Gods part. And therefore as in ſuch cales, 
which come before you, wherein the King is made a 
partie, you ate alwayes carnett and vehement, as you 
ought to be, in the Kings behalte, and will not ſuffer 
any man to pleade or ſpeake againit him; ſo in theſe 
cauſes, wherein it pleaſeth God to make himſelfe a 
partie, if you ſee either the poore Tenant, or the 
poore Miniftcr,or the poore Commener,or the poore 
Widow to be oppreſt, if you find their cauſes to bee 
iut and honeſt, you ought not to be lakewarme , but 
hot and carneſt in them, and to interpoſe your autho- 
ritie againſt the mightie, and not to ſuffer thoſe lear- 
ned Counſailors ( that plead before you) to beſtow 
their eloquence in defence of wrongs. Non hos con- 
ceſſum mun in ſus , à gift that was never beſtowed 
vpon them to that end: but to put them in mind of 
that ſpeech ofthe Apoſtle ; Omnia poſſumus pro ve- 
ritate, contra veritatem mibil poſſumus; that ſo they 
may avoid that tearcfull Wo, which God (by the 
mouth of the Prophet Eſay) hath deneunced againſt 
all them that call cuill, good; or good, euill. This if 
you doe, your reward (hall bee ſure in the hands of 
God, and your perſon: thall bee reuerent and honou- 


rable in the ſight of men. For there is nothing in the 
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world that procures a better opinion, and winnes 
more honour and loue tothe Magiſtrate, then the de- 
fence and protection of the poore. But if you ſhall 
neglect this dutie ( which God forbid: ) remember 
what <Aordecay laid to Heſter, It thou hold thy 
peace, comfort and deliverance ſhall appeare to the 
lewes out of another place; but thou and thy houſe 
ſhall periſh: So, if you (that be Magiſtrates) ſhall hold 
your peace (hen you ſce wrong and oppreſſion) God 
will ſend comfort and deliverance from ſome other 
place, and by ſome other meancs. And ſo wee ſec hee 
doth. For looke vpon the poore T ownſhips that haue 
beene depopulated. In whoſe hands arc they now ? 
I can name you fortic (tor a need) within a great deale 
lefle then twentie miles of this place, whercof there is 
not one at this day, that is in the poſſeſſion of him, or 
any of his name or bloud, that did depopulate it. Bur 
as they haue rooted poore men out of their dwellings, 
ſo God hath rooted them out of theits. And ſo in cuc- 
ry other kind wee ſee a curſe (till following goods ill 
got, and that commonly the third Heire ncuer en- 
ioyes them. But this is nothing to the Magiſtrate: it 
he winke at wrong, if the ſeate of iuſtice (that ſhould 
bee a SanQuarie to the oppreſſed) doe yeeld no com. 
ſort ; if the crie of the poote, and teares of the wi- 
dow be conſtrayned to forſake the earth, and to pre- 
ſent themſelues before the T hrone of God in heaucn, 
when the matter is come to this paſſe, that all men 
may iuſily ſay, Now, © Lord, it is time for thee to lay 
to thine hand; when the weake and ncedy are con- 
ſtrayned to crie, Helpe Lord ! for there u no helpe in 
man; when Cod is enforced to take thecauſe ot the 
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poore into his owne hands, then comfort comes from 
another place, and then you know what followes in 
the ſpeech of Hordecay. Giue mee leave therefore 
to hut vp this point with the ſame exhortation 
(which the Prophet A vicd to the Magiſtrates of 
Indah and Ieruſalem.) Releeue the oppreſſed, iadge the 
fatherleſſe, plead for the widow: that ſo theſe proverbs, 
Atiebtt onercomes Right ; and, As 4 man i friended, 
ſo his cauſe in ended; and the like, may be vtterly for. 
gotten and remembred no more amongſt vs. 

2+ The next point of the Magiſtrates office is to 
puniſh malefactors, and cuill doers. Whereunto you 
mult not looke, that wee ſhould exhort them as wee 
did vnto the former, as carneſtly to execute wrath vp- 
on the wicked, as to protect the iuſt and innocent. 
The Biſhops in the primitive Church had cenſuctudi- 
nem intercedend; pro ren; a cuſtome to begge Priſo- 
ners, and to cntreat their pardon of the Magiſtrate; 
which being called in queſtion, is mightily defended 
by Saint «Auſtin in an Epiſtle to Macedomus (I will 
not take vpon me to iudge, and cenſute that Epiſtle, 
whether it tend not to too much lenitie and remiſle. 
neſſeʒ yea, or no.) But if the manner of ancient Biſhops 
was to intreat and begge for pardon ; it is not meete 
for vs to call for vengeance and blond our of the Pul- 
pit. Beſides, I know the old Rule which tells vs; 
It is better toanſwer God for mercy, then for iuſtice; 
and ſaſer for a Magiſtrate to ſaue the liues of many 
maleta&ors, then to caſt away one innocent. For if a 
male factor chance to ſcape at one time, the Hand of 
Cod is able to reach him at another : but it an inno- 


cent die, Cod may receiue him into his mercy, and 
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will, it be die at a ſaithfull Chriſtian ought : but it lies 
not in the power of man to make him ſatisfattion for 
the wrong, But notwithttanding all this, they which 
are in authority had neede to take heede, in what ca- 
ſes they ſhew mercy. For by the example of 7oſhua 
who deftroyed CAchanand his houlc , for ftcaling the 
Babyloniſh garment contrary te the expreſſe comman- 
dement of God; by the example of Moſes , who cau- 
ſed the men of Ilrael to take vengeance one of ano- 
ther, and euery man to turne his ſword into the bo- 
ſome of his one brother, for their curled /do/arry; 
by the example of Phinces which ſlew the adulterer 
and adultereſſe both together, and pierced them 
through with bis Javeline; (in all which places the 
wrath of God was appcaſcd towards the people, ſo 
ſoone as the execution was done, and not before) I 
ſay, by theſe and many other examples, that might be 
produced, it is plaine and euident, that in horrible 
tranſgreſſions , in haynous and crying ſinnes , there is 
no way to remoue the wrath of God, and euill from a 
common State, but by remooving and taking away 
the euill and wicked perſons from among the people, 
Take heede therefore and beware and looke to thy 
ſelte, thou that art a tranſgreſſor of the Law. If thou 
doc euill, ſeare ( faith the «Apoſtle ) for hee beareth 
not the ſword in vaine : like the pictute of Saint Paul 
ina glaſſe-window , or like an Image in a ſtone wall, 
n whoſe fingers there be no ioynts, and whoſe armes 
cannot be mooued. For he will draw it forth for the 
puniſhment of wickedneſſe, and ſinne, and ſmite 
through the loy nes of the vngodly. For as the great 
Romane Oratour could ſay of himlelte, Natura me 
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clementem, reſpublica ſenerum fecit. So truely I make 


no queſtion ot our Magiſtrates generally through the 
whole Kingdome, but that they haue bearts of fleſh: 


that their bowels arc full of compaſſion, that nature 
made them incliacable to mercy and pity. 


Aeli cord 
Humane genert aare ſe Natura fatetur 
Due lacrimas dcdlit. 


Wee ſee they giue iudgement vpon Male factors 
many times with teates in their eyes: and therefore 
no doubt their hearts are made of flcth : but the ne- 
ceſſitie of the Common. wealth and the zeale of Gods 
glory in rooting out linne muſt make them ſometimes 
leyere. And ſo wee ſee they are, wee cannot iuſtly 
charge them that they are any way deſectiue in their 
duty ſor this point: a great number of malefactors are 
cut off (at theſe two times of Afliſes) within this 
Kingdome. And a great number, at euery monethly 
Seſſions in the City of London. And yet notwithſtan- 
ding wee ſee the Goales are no ſaoner empty, but pre- 
ſently they arc filled againe, and the number of male. 
ſactors is great ſlillʒ though by no meanes, any way 
ſo great as it would be, it Juſtice were wanting. And 
therefore I could wiſh, if it were poſſible, that there 
were ſome courſe taken for the better breeding of this 
kinde of people, that they were not ſuffred to liue in 
idleneſſe. nor lurke in Ale-houles (which wee may call 
as weil Pelthoules:) for in my conſcience they ate the 
very plague and bane of this Kingdome, where all 


walctaQors take their chictc infection: and that there 
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were ſome courſe alſo taken to compell them to come 
to Church. To which purpoſe ( becauſe I find that 
ſuch kind of people are ſeldome preſented to the c- 
cleſiaſticall Courts, and becaule there is nothing of 
force ſufficient to kceepe people in order, and obedi- 
ence, if the fcare of God be wanting) my deſire and 
petition is, that the Statue, which layes a forſeiture of 
twelue pence a day, on euery one, that comes not to 
his Pariſh Church, may bee reuiued and ducly execu- 
ted. A matter giuen in charge (I ſee) and much talked 
of, but as yet there is nothing done in it. I am perſwa- 
ded it would bee a very great and powerfull meancs to 
hinder the growth of ſinne, & (as S. Auſten ſaith of the 
Donatiſts , that though they were compelled to come 
to Church againſt their wils, yet being once there, 
they were, many of them, taken inthe net of Gods 
Word and made good Chriſtians :) ſo many of theſe 
idle perſons being compelled to come in, might alſo be 
taken and made profitable members : which now (for 
want of breeding and inſtruction) prove nothing 
elſe but a burden to the earth that beares 
them, a reproch to their parents, that 
begat them, aud a plague to the 
Common- wealth, whercin 
they live. And with 
this Peirtion] 
end. 


FINIS. 


